CHAPTEE V

OEPHALONIA

THE Hundred Days were over. Napoleon had played
his last desperate stake for victory, and had lost.
Charles Napier was not at Waterloo. He had quitted
the Military College when the campaign opened, but he
arrived too late for the great battle. He joined the
army before Cambray, and went with it to Paris, but
remained there only a few days. His journals and
correspondence for this time are not forthcoming, and
consequently we are without his own account of a most
interesting period; but his brother's reminiscences of the
occupation indicate plainly enough that once the fighting
was over, regret for the fall of his idol would have made
residence in Paris after Waterloo anything but pleasant
to him. He went back to the Military College and bit
again at his books. By and by he would make cartridges
of them to fire into the rascals who are now robbing and
trampling on England. Through the five years that
follow the fall of Napoleon, he is at a white heat of rage
and indignation with the Government. In 1816 he
writes to his mother: " There are two millions of
people in England and Ireland starving to enable Lord
Camden to receive thirty-eight thousand a year, and to